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Creation    v.    Imitation

PROFESSOR TOYNBEE speaks of the passive role of the Black race.
Mr. Lothrop Stoddard meant about the same thing when he said
that the Negro "of and by himself" showed no sign of rising above
the level of the barbarian, and attributes the failure to the racial
character of the Negro. Is that statement correct? Is there a corre-
lation between race and passivity, even if only past achievements,
and not future potentialities, are taken into consideration? Have all
or most of the members of, say, the White race played a creative
role in civilization, and all or most of the members of the Black race
a passive one? It is not possible here to attempt an exhaustive
review of the contributions to culture definitely attributed to the
Black race* It is enough to say that the Black race is not without
them. Dr. James Weldon Johnson has brought together some of
the cultural contributions of the Black race in his Native African
Races and Culture. He quotes Professor Franz Boas to say that
"while much of the history of early invention is shrouded in dark-
ness, it seems likely that at a time when the European was still
satisfied with rude stone tools, the African had invented or adopted
the art of smelting iron. ... It seems not unlikely that the people
that made the marvellous discovery of reducing iron ores by smelt-
ing were African Negroes. Neither ancient Europe, nor ancient
western Asia, nor ancient China knew iron, and everything points
to its introduction from Africa, At the end of the great African dis-
coveries towards the end of the past century, the trade of the black-
smith was found all over Africa, from north to south and from east
to west* With his simple bellows and a charcoal fire he reduced the
ore that is found in many parts of the continent and forged imple-